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He is not a Few, which is one outward a4 is that 
Circumciſion which is outward in the Ng. But be is a 
Few which is one inwardly ; and Circumciſion is that 
4 the Heart in the Spirit, and not in the Letter, 

OM, ii. 28, 29. 
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REMARKS 


ON 


An ADDRESS, Ge. 


F K 


My FRIEND, 


S it hath pleaſed thee to publiſh an Ad- 
A dreſs to the People called QuAK ERS, 

on the ſubject of WAT ER-BAPTISsM, I 
determined to put myſelf into the way of in- 
formation, as one of that people, whom thou 
beggeſt to peruſe it; and accordingly have read 
and conſidered it with proper attention. 

I acknowledge thy candour and juſtice, in 
believing that it is not thro* any diſregard or 
contempt of God's word or will, that we neglect 
to be partakers of the rite of baptiſm. — I alſo 
fully approve thy advice, and have for many 
years determined to purſue this invariable rule 
of conduct; viz. * After a due and ſerious ex- 
« amination of the Scriptures, judge for our- 
e ſelves;” and © obey and be directed by the 
* Word of God, and put not confidence in man.“ 
A freedom and privilege theſe nations are fa- 
voured with, which it is our duty humbly 
and wiſely to improve; as it is not from politive 
aſſertion, haſty cenſure, or coercion, but from 
evidence, that the underſtanding 1s _—_— 
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The temper of mind in which thou writeſt, 
hath an agreeable place with me: and as thou 
art pleaſed to call upon any one, plainly to de- 
clare our ſentiments, I accept the call; and take 
this occaſion to inform thee, that thy arguments 
are not attended with that clearneſs and con- 
viction as to warrant my aſſent thereto. I have 
ſearched the Scriptures diligently, and J hope 
honeſtly ; but have not found any thing therein 
ſufficient to induce me to confide in thy conclu- 
ſions: Which, as they ſeem drawn from miſ- 
taken, or very doubtful premiſes, and are certain 
in nothing but their uncertainty, I cannot adopt 
as a rule of my faith. 

The principal foundation of thy argument for 
Water-Baptiſm, ſeems laid on a ſuppoſition of 
its being a token of the covenant of God in 
2's Chriſt; and its analogy to circumciſion, as 

eing a token of the old covenant. 

That circumciſion was a token of God's cove- 
nant with Abraham, and his ſeed after him, I 
heſitate not to acknowledge. It was command- 
ed in the moſt expreſs terms; the mode of ad- 
miniſtering it was directed with circumſtantial 
ee as every poſitive inſtitution of God 

ath ever been; that no doubt or uncertainty 
— remain, to perplex the minds of man- 
ind. 

If the model of the Ark, the particulars of 
the Sanctuary, and every minute appendage 
thereto, even to the Pins of Braſs, were deliver- 
ed by the Almighty in the moſt explicit manner, 
as we find they were; and if we ought to con- 
ſider them only as typical; how much more may 
we firmly truſt (as life and immortality are now 
brought to light by the Goſpel) every eſſential 
of ſalvation muſt in Holy Writ be attended with 
thoſe indubitable Profle of inſtitution, which are 
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worthy of a God perfect in wiſdom and goodneſs 
in all his diſpenſations. 

As the covenant in Jeſus Chriſt is the moſt 
glorious that ever was diſpenſed from God to 
man, both with reſpect to its Miniſter and end; 
we-may juſtly ſuppoſe every effential thereof to 
be ſet forth and enjoined with at leaſt equal 
clearneſs to that with Abraham, and the man- 
ner of adminiſtering it to be rendered altogether 
as evident. 

The practices of the ſeveral profeſſors of the 
Chriſtian faith, who retain this rite, are ſo vari- 
ous, and even thyſelf ſo indeterminate and lax, 
with reſpect to the mode, and Holy Scripture ſo 
filent in the caſe, as to render the continuation 
of it, to my underſtanding, a matter of cere- 
mony, and not of divine inſtitution. 

I have two paſſages to adduce in ſupport of 
this remark. One, from the S1xTH of the 
TIR TY NINE ARTICLES of the Church 
of England, where I thus read: Holy Scrip- 
ture containeth all things neceſſary to ſalva- 
tion; ſo that whatſoever is not read therein, nor 
* may be proved thereby, is not to be required 
* of any man, that it ſhould be believed as an 
article of the faith; or be thought requiſite or 
* neceſſary to ſalvation.“ 

The other is from thy own words ( Addreſs, 
page v. and vi.) Whatever is neceſſary to be 
« done by a diſciple of Chriſt, is fo plainly de- 
* clared in the Goſpel, that a careful and un- 
* prejudiced reader may fully know his duty in 
“ all things.” 

I do not find, in any part of the Holy Scrip- 
ture, either precept or example for the preſent 
practice of ſprinkling infants.— As I read it not 
therein, nor think it can be proved thereby, I 
admit it not as an article of my faith, ws” be- 

eve 
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[6] 
heve it neceſſary to ſalvation. — And from the 
authority of thy own teſtimony, as it is not 
plainly declared in the Goſpel, it is not neceſlary 
to be done by a diſciple of Chriſt. 

If any ſuch proof, or plain declaration, could 
be produced 1n ſupport of ſprinkling infants, it 
would have been long ere now produced, by thoſe 
who have continued the practice of that cere- 
mony. The preſent advocates for it would not 
be reduced to the neceſſity of preſumpiive argu- 
ments, and uncertain conſequences ; ſuch as the ſup- 
polition that there were Children in the houſehold 
of Lydia, the Gacler of Philippi, and Stephanus, 
[SERMON, page 26.] nor of aſſerting that the 
manner of adminiſtering an eſſential of ſalvation 
is left undetermined, for us to judge of a welbas 
we can, Page 31, 32. | 

From the titles accompanying thy name, I 
conclude thee to be a member of the preſent 
Church of England as by law eſtabliſhed, and 
of conſequence in the practice of ſprinkling 
infants ; which muſt be deemed, in thy opinion, 
the proper method of adminittering that rite 
otherwiſe thy quotation from Rom. xiv. ver. 22. 
will be concluſive againſt thee : © Happy is he 
« that condemneth not himſelf in that thing 
« which he alloweth.” Thy want of preciſion 
in thy Sermon, with reſpect to the mode, ren- 
ders it more tedious to attend thee thro” the ſub- 
ject; but if practice declare the judgment, ſprink- 
ling of Infants is thine. Thou concludeſt, that 
«© Water -Baptiſm may be properly adminiſtered 
tc in any decent and convenient manner whatſo- 
cc ever.” Page 33.— Pray who muſt be the judge 
of this decency and convenience? Any thi 
ſubjected to human deciſion, with reſpect to de- 
cency and convenience, wants, in my judgment, 
thoſe characters of divine inſtitution, which be- 
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come the religion of the Holy Jeſus; which is 
& not of the will of the fleſh, nor of the will of 
man, but of God.” Jobn i. 13. 

A quotation from the Holy Scriptures in thy 
Aude, hath great weight with me; viz. the 
curſe pronounced on that man, who teaches any 
other doctrine than that delivered therein. I 
have ſearched them diligently, but I cannot find 
ſprinkling of infants therein' eſtabliſhed, or any 
precept or example for that practice. 

I think thy profeſſion of great regard for the 
Holy Scriptures, manifeſtly contradicted by thy 
curtailing and mutilating of them in various 
places wo tre their important deſign, and 
perverting their ſenſe. It is indeed fo flagrant 
as to merit notice; and ſeems to reſult from a 
ſuppoſition, that few people read the Scriptures, 
and therefore many will take a falſe quotation 
upon truſt. | 

Page vi. of thy Addreſs, we have theſe words; 
They (i. e. the Scriptures) are ſaid to be able 
„to make a man wiſe unto ſalvation.” For 
which, 2 Tim. iii. 15. is quoted. It is very diſin- 
genuous to cloſe the paragraph thus quoted with 
a period; when the Scripture immediately adds, 
« thro* Faith which is in Chriſt Jeſus.” 

Thou repreſenteſt the text as aſcribing faving 
wiſdom to the Scriptures: They aſcribe it to Faith 
in Chriſt Jeſus. | 

The Scriptures are an excellent favour, and 
worthy of our reverent attention; and we have 
great cauſe to be thankful to God for preſerving 
them to us. But I hope I may ſafely fay, as 
was wrote of John Baptiſt ; They are not that 
Light, but ſent to bear witneſs of that Light.” 

That they may be read, yea ſearched, un- 
availably to the end for which they were im- 
parted, is evident from John v. 39, 40. | 
There 
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There immediately follows an attempt to im- 
poſe upon the reader, by giving a pretended 
quotation from Gal. 1. 8. 9. in theſe words y 
If any man teach any other doctrine than what 
« ro omar in thoſe Scriptures.” 

There is no ſuch expreſſion in the place re- 
ferred to. And indeed but few of the Epiſtles 
to the churches, which conſtitute an excellent 
part of the Holy Scripture, were then wrote. 

I concur with thee, that the covenant God 

made with Abraham, and his ſeed after him, 
was preparatory to that other covenant, which 
he had before determined to make with “ all 
<* nations, and all people ;” and that circum- 
ciſion was a token of that covenant ; which was 
figurative, and typical of that to which it was 
preparatory. 

I have little objection to make to thy remarks 
concerning that covenant; and therefore pro- 
ceed to that by which ſalvation is now attain- 
able; The covenant of God in Jeſus Chriſt.” 
To which the prophets, under the inſpiration of 
the Holy Ghoſt, bore abundant teſtimony. 

Thou art pleaſed to give us a part of the pre- 
diction of Jeremiah concerning this event. I 
wiſh the whole had been inſerted; as the vari- 
ous parts of this prophetic deſcription of the 
new covenant are equally true, and equally ex- 

reſſive of its nature and defign. And as an 
article of my faith, I will give the whole, as 
there is no part of it to which I cannot fully 
ſubſcribe. | 

« Behold, the days come, faith the Lord, 
„ that I will make a new covenant with the 
% houſe of Iſrael, and with the houſe of Judah: 
not according to the covenant that I made 
« with their fathers, in the day that I took them 
« by the hand, to bring them out of the 2. 
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* of Egypt (which my covenant they brake, 
although I was an huſband unto them, faith 
* the Lord). But this ſhall be the coyenant 
* that I will make with the houſe of Iſrael; 
after thoſe days, ſaith the Lord, I will put 
my law in their inward parts, and write it in 
* their hearts, and will be their God, and they 
*© ſhall be my people. (And they ſhall teach no 
* more every man his neighbour, and every man 
* his brother, ſaying, know the Lord: for they 
all all know me, from the leaſt of them unto 
* the greateſt of them, ſaith the Lord : for) I will 
** forgive their iniquity, and I will remember. 
their fin no more,” Jerem. xxxi. 31, Sc. 

Can we have any reaſon to ſuſpect, thy muti- 
lation of the text was, deſignedly, to conceal 
the purport of the Goſpel- covenant, as the dif- 
fuſion of ſaving knowledge, through Jeſus 
Chriſt, ro men of all conditions; and that it 
ſhould not become the peculiar excluſive privi- 
lege of any order, or hierarchy of men, to make 
merchandiſe of it ? 

Whatever might be thy intention in this omiſ- 
ſion, it is evident, the preaching of that which' 
ſome call tl. doctrine ot Chriſt, is upon another 
foundation than that which he eſtabliſhed ; and 
the inducements to ſuch preaching do not bear 
the indubitable tokens of the motions of the 
Holy Ghoſt. | 

I firmly believe the above quotation from the 
prophet Jeremiah, contains the ws py of the 
Goſpel-covenant, and is accompliſhed in the ex- 
perience of ſuch as are partakers therein. 

To this covenant many of the prophets bear 
ample teſtimony, under the inſpiration of the 
Holy Ghoſt. Alſo the apoſtles, in many parts 
of their Chriſtian labours, particularly the Au- 


thor to the Hebrews, chap. viii, hath reference 
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to theſe predictions and characters, and applies 
them to the covenant in Chriſt ; yet not one word 
of Water-baptiſm, as a token thereof, is men- 
tioned, either by the prophets or apoſtles. 

It is to me very evident, that that inſpired 
Author conſidered this covenant to be indepen- 
dent of any exterior rite, as an inſtituted token 
thereof; He recapitulates the ceremonies and 
rites under the former covenant, Heb. ix. re- 
marking the incapacity of thoſe ritual acts, to 
make him that did the ſervice perfect, as per- 
taining to the conſeience; which ſtood only in 
meats and drinks, and divers waſhings, and car- 
nal ordinances, impoſed on them until the time 
of reformation, ver. 9, 10. 

Though - theſe typical ſanguinary offerings 
were applied and ſanctified to the purifying of 
the Hebe, and rendered expiatory of ſins, and 
through the gracious condeſcenſion of the Al- 
mighty, as ſuch accepted; yet they were far 
ſhort of the anti the . — of God in 
Jeſus Chriſt, and the bleſſed effects and value 
thereof,“ ver. 14, 15. 

oy How much more ſhall the blood of Chriſt, 
© who, through the eternal Spirit, offered him- 
« ſelf without ſpot to God, purge your con- 
e ſcience from dead works, to ſerve the living, 
+ God? And for this cauſe he is the Mediator 
of the New Teſtament, that by means of 
death for the redemption of the tranſgreſ- 
ſions that were under the Firſt Teſtament, 
* they which are called might receive the pro- 
miſe of eternal inheritance.” Not a word of 
Water-baptiſm as a token of that covenant. 

As all types had a reference to ſomething to 
come, they were conſequently abrogated, when 
the anti-type appeared. Thus the ſacrifice of 
the old covenant, referred to the ſacrifices of J e- 
us 


1471 
ſus Chriſt, the Lamb ſlain from the foundation 
of the world; and totally ceaſed in point of ob- 
— when the one great offering, which ful- 
filled them, was made. 

That Water-baptiſm is a token of the Chriſ- 
tian covenant, ſtill remains to be proved. Thy 
attempt to find proof is, in my apprehenſion, 
very deficient, moſtly conſiſting of aſſertions, 
which vulgar prejudice and tradition have in- 
duced many to take for granted. But as the 
Chriſtian religion will bear the niceſt ſcrutiny in- 
to all its parts, and it was noble in the Bereans 
to ſearch the ſcriptures, to try the conſiſtency of 
the doctrine of the apoſtles therewith, I _— 
modeſtly to uſe that privilege, to follow thy 

advice, and « judge for myſelf.” 

If we conſider the miſſion of the diſciples, 
to preach the Goſpel of Chriſt, in the terms 
thou haſt quoted; I cau ſee no fort of proof for 
Infant- baptiſm; but the contrary evidently ap- 
pears. Go ye into all the world, and preach 
the Goſpel to every creature. He that be- 
« lieveth, and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved; he 
„that believeth not ſhall be damned,” Mark 
xvi. 15, 16. 

« Go ye, and teach all nations, baptizing 
them in, or into, the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt; teach- 
« ing them to obſerve all things whatſoever I 
* have commanded you. lo! J am with 
you alway, even unto the end of the world! 
« Amen.” Matt. xxvil. 19, 20. | 
In both theſe accounts of the miſſion of the 
diſciples, it may be obſerved the imperative 
force lies upon, go ye, and preach; go and teach 
and further, this ious aſſurance is added; 
* Lo! I am with you alway, even unto the 
« end of the world!“ Through the efficacy — 
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[ 22 ] 
his preſence with them, they became able mini- 
ſters, not of the letter, but- of the Spirit ; and 
were made thereby inſtrumental to baptize with 
the Holy Ghoſt, and pricked thouſands to the 
heart. This converting baptiſm of ſoul into the 


belief of the goſpel of Chriſt, and ſubjection to 


its ſanctifying energy, is to this day the proper 
entrance into diſcipleſnip. In both commiſſions, 
belief, and being taught, are previous to bap- 
tiſm. That infants are capable of neither, is 
out of doubt. And if we will not ſubſcribe to 
the groſſeſt abſurdities, we muſt allow none can 
believe by proxy. 

Another teſtimony againſt the validity of In- 
fant-baptiſm ariſeth from thy own words, page 
19. of thy SERMON, where I thus read; © For 
* though baptiſm, if it be properly received, 
„ with faith. in Chriſt, and deſiring to have part 
« with him, cleanſeth to the waſhing away of 
ce ſins: yet without theſe, it is altogether. in- 
« effeftual to that purpaſe,” —Now as infants 
are abſolutely incapable of theſe” diſpoſitions, 
can neither have faith nor deſire, baptiſm is jn- 
effectual to them; which invalidates at once the 
claim of a great part of the profeſſors of Chriſ- 
tianity, to the covenant in Jeſus Chriſt. 

Thy quotation from Mark x. 14. ſeems to 
me to operate ſtrongly againſt the cauſe it was 
produced to ſupport, (i. e.) ſprinkling infants. 
“ Suffer the little children to come unto me, 
and forbid them not, for of ſuch is the king- 
« dom of God, ver. 15. © Verily I ſay unto 
« you, whoſoever ſhall not receive the kingdom 
* of God as a little child, he ſhall not enter 
* therein,” ver. 16. And he took them up 
„in his arms, put his hands upon them, and 
* bleſſed them.“ | 

| Here 
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Here is, Firſt, . A declaration of that inno- 
cency and ſimplicity of heart in children, which 
is neceſſary for us to know, in order to dur en- 
trance into the covenant of God, and the king- 
dom of his dear Son. And, Secondly, A reci- 
tal of the whole tranſaction: he took them up 
in his arms; he laid his hands upon them; he 
bleſſed them. Had he ſprinkled water upon 
them, or dipped them thereinto, or commanded 
any other to have done it, and declared it to be 
the manner of entering into his holy covenant, 
it would have proved ſomething. As he did 
none of theſe things, but declared“ of ſuch is 
the kingdom,” it is a ftrong negative proof 
againſt the practice. 

Page 22. we are told, © that neither the 
* ſincereſt faith in Chriſt, nor the moſt open 
declaration of that faith: neither the gifts of 
the Holy Ghoſt, nor what may be called the 
« baptiſm of the Spirit, manifeſted by the un- 
« deniable evidence of ſpeaking with tongues, 
and propheſying : neither the calling nor elec- 
tion of Jeſus Chriſt, though ſignified in the 
% moſt miraculous manner (as in the caſe of 
Saul), that none of theſe will entitle any one 
to the benefits of the Chriſtian covenant, with- 
out their being alſo admitted into that cove- 
« nant by the baptiſm 2 by Chriſt, as 
« the token thereof.” What this baptiſm is in 
thy judgment, thy practice demonſtrates : the 
ſprinkling water on the face of infants or adult 
perſons; the former of whom cannot, from thy 
own teſtimony, be proper ſubjects thereof. 
Permit me now, in my turn, to call upon thee 
plainly to declare, who it was that baptized the 
primitive companions of our Lord ? He called 
them from their ſeveral -occupations, and ſent 
them forth to preach the goſpel, and work — 

7 


14 

racles, without being previouſly baptized with 
water by him. He in them, and they in him, 
made clean through his Word. Were they, or 
were they not, entitled to the benefits of the 
Chriſtian covenant ? If they were, it was thro? 
the calling of Chriſt, and the power of the 
ſanctifying Word; for, that they were initiated 
by him into the Chriſtian covenant, by the uſe 
of elementary water, 1s taking for granted what 
the Scripture politively contradicts. For Je- 
« ſus baptized not.” Jobn iv. 2. 

Mary Magdalen was an eminent inſtance of 
divine power and clemency; as were many 
others recorded in the New Teſtament. Had 
their title to the Chriſtian covenant depended on 
Water-baptiſm, they would no doubt have been 
clearly referred to it. But there is not a ſingle 
inſtance of our Lord directing any ſeeking ſoul, 
that _=_ to him, to any ſuch means. But, 
in purſuance of the deſign of his incarnation, 
he laid the axe to the root of corruption; to de- 
ſtroy the works of the devil, and bring in the 
righteouſneſs of an everlaſting covenant. 

Was the penitent thief on the croſs entitled 
to the benefits of the Chriſtian covenant, when 
its Holy Author declared, * this day thou ſhalt 
« be with me in Paradife?” If he was, pleaſe 
to conſider thy doctrine, that neither the ſincereſt 
faith, the gift of the Holy Ghoſt, nor the elec- 
tion of Chriſt, Sc. will entitle any to the bene- 
fits of the Chriſtian covenant, without Water- 
baptiſm. * If he was not entitled to the benefits 
of the Chriſtian covenant, how came he to en- 
ter with Chriſt into Paradiſe? Thy aſſertion, 
that our Saviour adminiſtered Water-baptiſm to 
his apoſtles with his own hands, appears to me 
not founded on Holy Writ z which poſitively ſays, 
I he-baptized not. R ic 
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If he, by the act of —— his apoſtles ftet, 
inſtituted —— circumſtances of 
that act are particularly expreſſed ; therefore not 
left undetermined. What right have any, who 
believe this to be the inſtitution of Chriſt, to 
vary from it, and to ſubſtitute 2 method void of 
example or precept in Holy Scripture? 

Our Lord's poſitive declaration ought to be 
deciſive in the point: that it was intended as an 
example of humility; that as he, their Lord 
and Maſter, had waſhed their feet, they ought 
to imitate his example, in every act of brotherly 
kindneſs and condeſcenſion. Jobi xiu. 12. So 
after he had waſhed their feet, and had taken 
< his. garments, and was ſet down again, he ſaid 
4 unto them; Know ye. what I have . to 
« you?® 

Verſe 13. ag Ye call me Maſter and Lord: and 
« ye ſay * for ſo I am.“ 

Verſe 14. If Ithen, your Lord and Maſter; 
have waſhed your feet, ye alſo ought to waſh 
one another's feet.” | 

Verſe 15. © For J have given you an example, 
that ye ſhould do as 1 have done to you.” 

Verſe 16, © Verily, — I = unto you, 
the ſervant is not his Lord, nei- 
« ther he that is ſent, — hy ſent 
«c him. 73 ' 

Vrierſe 15. < If ye know theſe things, happy 
« are ye if ye do them.” 

As they had been ſubjefts of the act, they 
knew the act; but not the end propoſed, until 
he fully declared it in the manner above-related. 

This was, in the Holy Jeſus, an act of: hu- 
mility, and irkſome to the pride of many who 
call themſelves his regular fucceffors; but are 
very unlike him, who came not tg be minitered 
unto, but to miniſter to others. 
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Peter knew not the intention of his Lord and 
Maſter in waſhing his feet, until it was explained 
to him by the doctrine referred to as above. 
When he was converted, and reſtored to a ca- 
pacity to ſtrengthen his brethren, we find him 
calling to repentance and baptiſm. Ads ii. 38. 
Then Peter ſaid unto them, © Repent, and be 

« baptized, every one of you, in the name of 
«: Jeſus Chriſt, for the remiſſion of ſins, and ye 
« {hall receive the gift of the Holy Ghoſt.” 
What was intended hereby, is further illuſtrated, 
Ads iii. 19. nt and be converted, that 
* your {ins may be blotted out.“ Hence it ap- 
pears, the apoſtle intended the fame thing by 
the word baptized, in the firſt ; as he did by the 
word converted in the laſt; 

The arguments from the apoſtle Peter's prac- 
tice of Water-baptiſm, appear not to me ſo 
conſiderable as many imagine. Upon his viſt 
to Cornelius, and preaching Chriſt to him, Pe- 
ter's mentioning water appears to be in conſe- 
quence of ſome previous motion made by an- 
other: for, it is ſaid, then anſwered Peter, Sc. 
Acts x. 46. Alſo in the caſe of the Eunuch, 
who was returning from Jeruſalem, where he 
had been to worſhip; when Philip, by divine 
command, joined himſelf to his chariot, and 

reached Chriſt ro him; we do not find that 

hilip impreſſed on his mind the neceſſity of that © 
exterior rite, as the terms of —— — into the 
Gofpel-covenant. The Eunuch firſt ſed 
the matter, and received an anſwer from Philip 
in ſuch terms as by no means eſtabliſh Water- 
baptiſm as an eſſential ; If thou believeſt with 


all thine heart, chou mayeſt — nor muſt, 


As Water-baptiſm had been in uſe amongſt 
the Jews long before the coming of John the 


Ry or the appearance of — Meſſiah; _ 
0 
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that people had been accuſtomed to a multiplicity 
of ceremonies, they may be conſidered as. tenaci- 
ous of ſome exterior rites, and not willing, -even 
after they were convinced by the authority of the 
Goſpel- miniſtry, to embrace the religion of Je- 
ſus Chriſt in its perfe& ſimplicity and ſpirituality, 
diſcharged from all external appendages. They 
endeavoured to mingle Judaiſm and Chrittianity 
together. It ſeems alſo to have conſiſted with 
infinite wiſdom, to make gracious allowances to 
that people in their firſt emancipatioa from 
Jewiſh bondage, while yet clouded with pre- 
poſſeſſion in tavour of exterior ſhew. Thus 
even circumciſion was practiſed by the apoſtle 
Paul, on Timothy; yet a few years after, he 
declared to the Galatians, if ye be circum- 
* ciſed, Chriſt ſhall profit you nothing,” Gal. v. 
2. Certain of the Jewiſh proſelytes were fo bent 
on retaining their ſhadows and ceremonious rites, 
as to trouble the primitive church, particularly 
the Gentile converts, with endeavours to ſubject 
them to circumciſion, the token of the old co- 
venant ; it therefore became neceſſary for the 
apoſtles and elders to hold a general conference 
at Jeruſalem, where the Holy Ghoſt preſided 
amongſt them, by whoſe influence they impart- 
ed ſuitable counſel, and relieved the Gentiles 
from the yoke of the former covenant, Alls xv. 

Had Water-baptiſm been an eflential of the 
covenant in Chriſt Jeſus, this ſeemed a moſt 
ſuitable time to have enjoined it, as a neceſſary 
introduction thereto, and a ſtanding inſtitution 
of God. When the Judaizers at that time 
inſiſted, (As xv. 1.) Except ye be circum- 
* ciſed after the manner of Moſes, ye cannot 
be faved;” had Water baptiſm been intended 
to remain in the place of circumcifion, the 


apoſtles would certainly then have 3 
t 
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them with i it, and would not have failed to have 
impreſſed it upony them, as ſuch, in the moſt 
plain and poſitive terms; and could not, in this 
place, have totally omitted the mention thereof, 
as they indiſputably did ; which evidently de- 
monſtrates, it was no part of the injunction 
which it ſeemed good to the Holy Ghoſt, and 
to the apoſtles and elders, to lay upon Chriſ- 
tian believers ; and may thence be juſtly con- 
cluded to be no part of-true Chriſtianity. 

We ſhelter not ourſelves under any evaſion, 
in our hopes of being entitled to the Chriſtian 
covenant ; but we believe in all thoſe things 
which Chriſt hath appointed, and made neceſlary 
thereunto. 

We declare our belief in the teſtimony and 
diſpenſation of John the Baptiſt, of our bleſſed 
Redeemer, of the Holy Ghoſt, and of the pri- 
mitive believers. If we diſſent from Water- 


baptiſm, and the ſprinkling of infants, aa” 


token of the covenant in Jeſus Chriſt, it reſults 
from our fear to add to the goſpel inſtitutions. 
We look upon Water-baptiſm as the baptiſm of 
John: And that it was not to be eſtabliſhed as a 
token of the Chriſtian covenant, 1s evident from 
his own teſtimony. Matt. iii. 11. © I indeed 
« baptize you with water unto repentance z but 
* he that cometh after me, is mightier than I, 
<« whoſe ſhoes I am not worthy to bear: he ſhall 
* baptize you with the Holy Ghoſt, and with 
6c fire. 3”7 
Verſe 12. Whoſe fan is in his band, and he 
« will thoroughly purge his floor, and gather 
« his wheat into the garner : but he will burn 
6 up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 
Maxx i. 7. It is ſaid, © he preached, ſaying, 
« there cometh one mighter than I, after yard. ; 
„ 66 e 


1 
tc the latchet of whoſe ſhoes I am not worthy to 
* ſtoop down and unlooſe.“ 
Vierſe 8. I indeed have baptized you with 
te water : but he ſhall baptize you with the Holy 
„ Ghoſt.” — Which we find repeated, Luke iii. 
16, 15. Jobn i. 6. to 26. The ſimilarity of the 
expreſſions by the ſeveral evangeliſts, is an in- 
dication of a fundamental truth. : | 
John clearly appears to have conſidered his 
adminiſtration as temporary, and to give way 
to the brighter diſpenſation and ſuperior excel- 
lency of the Prince of peace, whoſe kingdom 
is without end. John was but the fore-runner 
of Chriſt, to point him out, and then to be 
ſuperſeded by him He alledged he had need 
to be baptized of Chriſt ; who anſwered him, 
« Suffer it to be ſo now; for fo it becometh us 
„ to fulfill all righteouſneſs,” Matt. iii. 15. 
which is further ſer forth in Luke iii. where we 
have the ampleſt account of John's miniſtry that 
the Ne Teſtament gives us; it extended firſt 
to the multitude, ver. 7. then to the publicans, 
ver. 12. then to the ſoldiers, ver. 14. He takes 
this opportunitity of the people's expectation 
and muſing, to preach Chriſt's baptiſm, diſtin- 
ruiſhed from that of which he was the miniſter, 
n ver. 21. we have the account of John's bap- 
tiſm and miniſtry, in theſe expreſſions. 
Nov when all the people were baptized, it 
« came to paſs that Jeſus alſo being baprized, 
* and praying, the heaven was opened, and the 
Holy Ghoſt deſcended in a bodily ſhape, like 
a dove, upon him; and a voice came from 
heaven, which ſaid, Thou art my beloved 
“ Son; in thee I am well pleaſed.” 
Hence we may gather the meaning of our 
Lord's words, © For thus it becometh us to ful- 
fill all righteouſneſs.” John's miniſtry was 
| C 2 figurative 
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figurative of the miniſtry of Chriſt ; being a dt: 
vine inſtitution; and as ſuch it had its typical 
righteouſneſs. 


Similar to this is Chriſt's ſubmiſſion to circum- 
ciſion, and the rituals of the Law, which had 
alſo their typical righteouſneſs. And the memo- 
rable circumſtance of our Lord's Transfiguration 
conveys implicative proofs of the abrogation of 
thoſe ceremonious inſtitutions, which were in- 
troductory to the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, For, 
when Moſes and Elias, or (as is generally un- 
derſtood) John the Baptiſt, appeared with him, 
it is ſaid “ he was transfigured :” Tho” indeed. 
his humble ſtate in the body was his ſtate of 
transfiguration; and the excellent glory which 
ſhone upon him was his real ſtate, as the eter- 
nal Son of God. — Moſes and Elias paſled away; 
but he remained; and the voice from the excel- 
lent glory proclaimed him the Son of the Higheſt. 
And by his remaining, and the teſtimony of the 
voice from heaven, he was declared to be the 
Miniſter of the Everlaſting Covenant, ordered 
in all things, and fure. EE 

This ſeems to be the moſt probable conclu- 
ſion that can be drawn from our Saviour's ſub- 
miſſion to Circumciſion and Water-Baptiſm ; as 
no power or authority could be thereby con- 
veyed to him, in whom the fullneſs of the God- 
head dwelt bodily. 

Having fulflled the righteouſneſs of God in 
the former diſpenſations, he immediately entered 
upon his miniſtry, was led into the Wilderneſs, 
and felt the affliction and temptation incident to 
that ſtate of being he came to reconcile to God. 

Hes. ii. ver. 16. For verily he took not 
on him the nature of angels; but he took on 
e him the ſeed of Abraham. 

Ver. 
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Ver. 17. * Wherefore in all things it behoved 
& him to be made like unto his brethren ; that 
© he might be a merciful and faithful high- 
& prieſt, in things pertaining to God, to make 
&© reconciliation for the ſins of the people. 

Ver. 18. For in that he himſelf hath ſuffer- 
* ed, being tempted, he is able to ſuccour them 
that are tempted. 

| Chap, iv. ver. 14. © Seeing then that we have 
% great high-prieſt, that is paſſed into the 
„ heavens, Jeſus the Son of God, let us hold 
* faſt our profeſſion. 

Ver. 15. For we have not an high-prieſt 
* which cannot be touched with the feeling of 
ce our infirmities ; but was in all points tempted 
„like as we are, yet without fin. 

Ver. 16. Let us therefore come boldly unto 
* the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, 
e and find grace to help in time of need.“ 

It remains now to conſider this miniſtration 
of Chriſt, and its certain effects ; which will give 
us a proper underſtanding of the neceſſity and 
manner of entering into covenant with him by 
baptiſm. 

On the moſt ſerious examination of the nature 
of the Chriſtian covenant, according to the teſti- 
monies prophetic and deſcriptive thereof, it ap- 
pears to be that ſpiritual diſpenſation manifeſted 
at that time of reformation the apoſtle alludes to, 
Heb. ix. 10.; the typical waſhings and figurative 
rites of the Moſaic Law having ſerved as a 
ſchoolmaſter to bring unto Chriſt, Gal. iii. 24. 

This covenant in Jeſus Chriſt is ſpiritual in all 
its parts; which is evident from the terms men- 
tioned in Feremiab xxxi. Heb, ix. and from a 
cloud of witneſſes. The evangelic prophet Iſaiah 
abounds with references to the Meſſiah, and his 
offices; both expiatory, as the Lamb lain, 


chap. 
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chap. li. and operative, to teform ; particularly 


_ chap. lv. ver. 13. —© Inſtead of the thorn (ſaith 


c he) ſhall come up the fir- tree; and inſtead of 
« the brier ſhall come up the myrtle-tree ; and 
« jr ſhall be to the Lord for a name, for an 
« everlaſting ſign, that ſhall not be cut off.” - 

I ſuppoſe we do not hence expect any ſuch 
change upon the face of this earth; but allow it 
to have a ſpiritual meaning; which is explained 
by the angel to Joſeph, Mart. i. 21. And 
« ſhe ſhall bring forth a ſon, and thou ſhalt call 
his name Jeſus; for he ſhall ſave his people 
« from their ſins.” TY 5 

The holy Jeſus teſtifies to this work; from his 
firft publiſhing the Goſpel, as two of the evan- 
geliſts declare, Matt. iv. 17. Mark i. xiv. He 
preached repentance, © for the kingdom of hea- 
ven is at hand;“ i. e. the gracious accomphſh- 
ment of the purpoſe of God in the redemption 
of mankind from ſin and tranſgreſſion, the cauſe 
of the curſe. | 

That the apoftles believed this to be the time 
of reformation, and Jeſus Chriſt the means, we 
have the moſt unqueſtionable teſtimonies, Titus 11; 


14. Who gave himſelf for us, that he might 


e redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto 


. * himſelf a peculiar people, zealous of good 


« works.” And 1 Jobn iii. 8. © For this pur- 
* poſe the Son of God was manifeſted, that he 
might deſtroy the works of the Devil.” 
am very ſenſible ſtrong prepoſſeſſions and 
prejudices are againſt me: For few think deeply 
enough about matters, which nevertheleſs are of 
everlaſting importanc--, | 
But I claim belief only in proportion to the 
conſiſtency of what I advance with the truth as 
ir is in Jeſus, and with the Holy Scriptures. 


A few thort propoſitions therein contained, fa- 
11 
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miliar and ſelf-evident, give us a clearer inſight 
into the Chriſtian covenant, than all the ſtudy 
and wiſdom of men; which hath generally per- 
plexed plain truths, by preſſing them into the 
ſervice of imagination and particular ſyſtems ; 
throwing over them the veil of myſtery, and 
ſubſtituting Opinion inſtead of Faith. 


iſt. © We have all ſinned, and come ſhort of 
« the glory of God. Nom. iii. 23. 
2d. © No unclean perſon hath any inheritance 
in the kingdom of Chriſt and of God. 
« Epbeſ. v. 5. 
3d. © Except a man be born again, he can- 
e not ſee the kingdom of God. Jobn iii. 3.” 


As theſe propoſitions are the language of 
Truth itſelf, they are not liable to be diſputed, 
nor their authority called in queſtion ; and 1 
hope to make no inferences from them incon- 
ſiſtent with their genuine meaning. 

For the truth of the firſt propoſition I appeal 
to every man's experience. — The inaptitude 
and difinclination of mind to divine things, and 
repugnance to heavenly affections, ſo fatally pre- 
valent over the many, in whom evil affections, 
and the obvious fruits of impiety reſulting-there- 
from, deplorably abound, turniſh inconteſtable 
proofs of a deviation from that ſtate of _ 
tage, in which the creation ſtood in the 
ning; when © God ſaw every thing that he had 
& made, and behold it was very good.” Gen. i. 
ver. 12. 

There are different degrees of defection a- 
mongſt men; but Infinite Wiſdom and Purity 
beholds. all included in theſe expreſſions, © All 
* fleſh had corrupted its way upon the earth.“ 
Gen, vi. 12, 

The 
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The ſecond propoſition is built on the un- 
changeable nature of things. There never can 
be any agreement between contrary natures: 
Neither time nor eternity can reconcile God and 
Belial. And while corruption prevalls in any, 
they cannot inherit incorruption. This leads us 
to the appointed means, Except a man be 
X — again, he cannot ſee the kingdom of 

What the apprehenſion of many is, reſpecting 
this birth, I find expreſſed in the doctrines ſet 
forth in the Office of Baptiſm in the Catechiſm; 
diz. That the child, being born in original 
„ ſin, and in the wrath of God, is now, by the 
« laver of regeneration in baptiſm, received into 
* the number of the children of God, and heirs 
of everlaſting life.” 

Again; the child is taught to believe, it was 
therein made «2 member of Chriſt, a child of God, 
and an inheritor of the kingdom of heaven.” 
Theſe are unqueſtionably the fruits of the bap- 
tiſm of Chriſt with the Holy Ghoſt. But that 
ſprinkling infants produceth theſe effects, is by 
no means evident to my underſtanding. 

I ſee no neceſſity of entering here into the 
doctrine of Original Sin; but I cannot ſubſcribe 
my aſſent to that poſition, That children are born 
in the wrath of God. I rather chuſe to adopt 
thy ſentiments, page 26. That we have ſuf- 
<« ficient evidence of the favour of Chriſt to- 
ward them.“ 

The redemption of mankind is not built on 
God's hatred, but Love to the world. John iii. 16. 
« For God ſo loved the world, that he gave his 
* only-begotten Son, that whoſoeve- believeth 
ein him ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſt- 
ing life. For God ſent nat his Son into the 

4 world 
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* world to condemn the world; but that the 
world through him might be ſaved.” 

That the ſeed of iniquity is diſſeminated thro? 
all human nature, is an obvious truth : But that 
it is imputed to any, until they have made it 
their own by willingly embracing it, ſeems to 
me irreconcileable with His attributes, whoſe 
ways are equal. | 

Where there is no law, there is no tranſgreſ- 
fion. — That infants are incapable of a law, is 
eviilent. — Conſequently to them no tranſgreſ- 
fion can be impured. | 

The baptiſm of Chriſt is in order to purge 
the conſcience from dead works. But infants 
are utterly incapable of this; having no con- 
ſciouſneſs of evil to be purged from. 

The baptiſm of Chriſt is with the Holy Ghoſt 
and fire. For his Word is as a fire, to cleanſe 
from the pollutions of the world, to waſh us in 
his own blood, and preſent us unto the Father 
without ſpot or wrink | | 

To this the prophets bore teſtimony, that he 
ſhould be as a refer and purifier of ſilver, Zech, 
xiii. 9. Mal. iii. 3. And we find many other 
places of Holy Writ immediately pointing out 
this recovery of mankind, by the Spirit of judg- 
ment and burning. 

As the kingdom of Chriſt is holy, the mem- 
bers thereof are holy: And nothing can make us 
fo, but the effectyal | baptiſm of the Holy Spirit. 

To make the tree is the buſineſs of 
religion: And it muſt be ſo before the fruits can 
be good, in the unerring eſtimation of the Judge 
of quick and dead. 

The primitive believers, with one voice, ac- 
knowledged this truth. Were I to bring in all 
the proofs of it which are contained in their 
writings, I might tranſcribe the greateſt * of 

D them. 
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them. I would juſt mention a few, and thoſe 
particularly exprefſiv«-of-the Baptilm of Chriſt, 
and its effects. 1 

Rom. vi. ver. 3. Know ye not, that ſo 
* many of us as were baptized into Jeſus Chriſt, 
„ were baptized into his death.“ 

Verſe 4. Therefore we are buried with him 


4 by baptiſm into death; that like as Chriſt 


% was raiſed up from the dead by the glory of 
the Father, even ſo we alſo ſhould walk in 
„ newneſs of lite.” 

EpHEs. iv. ver. 5. © In whom alfo ye are cir- 
* cumciſed with the circumciſion made without 
* hands; in putting off the body of the fins of 
** the fleſh, by the circumciſion of Chriſt.” 

Verſe 12. © Buried with him in baptiim ; 
te wherein alſo you are riſen with him, through 
6 the faith of the operation of God, who hath 
* raiſed him from the dead.“ 15 

1 Per. iii. ver. 21. “The like figure where- 


.« unto, even baptiſm, doth alſo now ſave us (not 


the putting away of the filth of the fleſh, but 
the anſwer of a good conſcience towards God) 
“by the reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt.” 

1 Cor. xii. ver. 3. For by one Spirit are 
& we all baptized into one body, whether we 


„be jews ar Gentiles, whether we be bond or 


« free; and have been all made to drink inta 


one Spirit.“ 


They attributed their being made members 
of Chriſt, to what is elſewhere alluſively called 
* the waſhing of water by the Word,” — even 


that ſame water which he gives; and is © a well 


of water ſpringing up into everlaſting life,“ 
Fohn iv. 14. — This expreſſeth the ſpirituality 
bf that water, wherein is the ablution from fin : 
For elementary water cannot riſe beyond its na- 
ture, and ſpring up into everlaſting life. 5 
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Buy this ſanctifying and cleanſing water of the 
Word, the primitive believers were made mem- 
bers of his body, of his fleſh, and of his bones: 
Epbkſ. v, 26 and 30. They became children 
or ſons of God by a power they received from 
him. © As many as received him, to them 
© gave he power to become the ſons of God; 
© even to them that believe on his name,” 
John i. 12. | | 
Ron. viii. 14. © For as many as are led by 
„ the Spirit of God, they are the ſons of God.” 
er. 15. For ye have not received the ſpirit 
of bondage again to fear; but ye have re- 
“ ceived the Spirit of adoption, whereby we 
© cry, Abba, Father.” | 

Ver. 16. The Spirit itſelf beareth witneſs 
& with our ſpirit, that we are the children of 
© God.” 
Ver. 17. And if children, then heirs ; heirs 
* of God, and joint heirs with Chriſt: if ſo be 
& that we ſuffer with him, that we may be alſo 
c plorified together.“ 1 
GAL. iii. ver. 26. For ye are the children 
&* of God by faith in Chriſt Jeſus.” , 
Ver. 27; For as many of you as have been 
* baptized into Chriſt, have put on Chriſt.” 
Hence it appears they became children of God 
by the baptiſm of the Holy Spirit. By which T 
underſtand ſuch a thorough immerſion into his 
holy nature, as to know him, the only-begotten 
Son of God, to conform the ſoul to his own 
A 
Ihro' the indwelling of that quickening Spirit 
which is called the Seed of God, theſe children 
are raiſed from a ſtate of tranſgreſſion, and over- 
come the world, the fleſh, and the devil. — 
They reſt not in a formal, verbal renunciation of 


the devil and all his works, the pomps and va- 
D 2 nities 
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nities of this wicked world, and all the ſinful 


luſts of the fleſn; but ſtedfaſtly aſpire after that 


ſtate the apoſtle thus deſcribes ; . Whoſoever is 
« born of God doth not commit fin : for his 
Seed remaineth in him: and he cannot ſin, 
„ becauſe he is born of God.” 1 John iii. . 

This. is certainly the privilege of the children 
of God; who being thus made children, of con- 

uence become heirs; heirs of God, and joint 
heirs with Chriſt. 

The relation of redeemed ſouls to the king- 
dom of heaven, is ſtrongly expreſſed in the term 
inberitance; which implies a poſſeſſion deſcend- 
ing in the right line, and received by heirſhip : 
to which none are or can be intitled, but as re- 
lated to the family in which ſuch poſſeſſion is 
veſted. The apoſtle, writing to the ſaints and 
faithful brethren in Chriſt at Coloſſe, confirms 
this remark ; chap. i. ver. 12. | 

_ Giving thanks unto the Father, who hath 

* made us meet. to be partakers of the inheritance 
of the ſaints in light.“ 

Ver. 13. Who. hath delivered us from the 
power of darkneſs, and hath tranſlated. us into 
& the kingdom of, his dear Son.” 

Ver. 14. In whom we have redemption 
„ through his blood, even the forgiveneſs of 
as er | 

Ver. 15. Who is the image of the inviſible 
« God, the firſt-born of every creature.” 

Ver. 16. © For by him were all things created 
« that are in heaven, and that are in earth, viſi- 
« ble and inviſible ; whether they be thrones, 
« or dominions, or principalities, or powers; all 
things were created by him, and for him.” 

Ver. 17. * And he is before all lungs, and 
G by him all things conſiſt.“ 

Ver. 
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Per. 18. And he is the head of the body, 
« the church: who is the beginning, the firſt- 
* born from the dead: that in all things he 
might have the pre-eminence.” 

Ver. 19. © For it pleaſed the Father, that in 
him ſhould all fullneſs dwell.” | 

This was the joyful experience of the primi- 
tive believers in fe us Chriſt, and of ſuch in ſuc- 
ceeding ages, who are his followers in the rege- 
neration, — For man by nature hath no more 
meetneſs in himſelf under the Chriſtian profeſ- 
ſion, than under Jewiſh bondage or heatheniſh 
idolatry. The ſole good is-applied to us, and 
wrought in us by the effectual operation of 
that Spirit and Power, which in this, as in former 
ages, tranſlates out of darkneſs, into the king- 
dom of the dear Son of God. 

This is the baptiſm of Chriſt; the baptiſm 
which now ſaves; and without which ſalvation 
is not attainable. 

The miraculous effuſion of the Holy Ghoft 
in the apoſtles days, enabling to ſpeak with 
tongues, and work miracles, may have in a great 
degree ceaſed; as the neceſſity of ſuch proofs 
of the Goſpel power ſeems removed, by the 
reception of the Chriſtian doctrine amangſt 
many nations. But whatever was neceſſary to 
the redemption of the firſt Chriſtians, whateyer 
Soul experience they attained in the work of 

vation, as individuals, is ſtill as neceſſary for 
all now to know, as it was to them. There 
being no other way to have fellowſhip with them, 
and to know our fellowſhip to be truly with the 
Father, and with his Son Jeſus Chriſt, 1 John i. 3. 

At the ſame time we teſtify to this bapti 
of the Spirit, as an inward. ——— work, 
illuminating, the mind, rectifying the judgment, 
and animating the affections; we derogate not, 

| in 
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in the leaſt, from the glorious appearance of out 
Lord Jetus Chriſt in the fleſh. We fully believe 
every tittle-recorded concerning him; reſpecting. 
his divinity, miraculous incarnation, holy hum- 
ble life, bleſſed doctrine, his ſuffering for man- 
kind, that by his ftripes we might be healed; 
his reſurrection, aſcenſion, mediation; and that 
God by him will judge the world: 
We can' never fo profitably attend to the 
hiſtory of the Holy Jeſus, as when our ſpirits 
are brought, by the energy of his baptiſm, into 
the fellowſhip of his ſuffering, being made con- 
formable to his death. Then the awaking of 
the ſword againſt the Shepherd (Zech. xiii. 7.), 
is awfully underſtood, the price of our purchaſe, 
and its end, appears with proper weight and 
inſtruction. 1 Co. vi. 20. Ye are bought 
« with a price; therefore glorify God in your 
« body, and in your ſpirit, which are God's.” 
1 Peter i. 17. © Pals the time of your ſojourn- 

„ ing here in fear.“ | 
Perſe 18. * Foraſmuch as ye know that ye 
„ were not redeemed with corruptible things, 
&« as ſilver and gold, from your vain converſa- 
« tion, received by tradition from your fathers ;” 
Verſe 19. But with the precious blood of 
« Chrift, as of a Lamb without blemiſh, and 

without ſport.” [42-4 
From abundant teſtimonies I therefore con- 
clude, it is the baptiſm of Jeſus Chriſt, and 
that only, which makes members of Chriſt; 
children of God; and inheritors of the king- 
dom of heaven: and that Water-baptiſin, in 
what form ſoever aUminiſtered, is not that bap- 
tiſm, nor required as neceſſarily introductory 
theretoz and that the ſprinkling of infants is 
utterly deſtitute of any proof of divine ind itu- 
tion; and as ſuch I leave it, with this _— : 
Ihe 
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The laying ſtreſs on human inventions, hath 
often been fatally injurious ; and this particular 
circumſtance hach turniſhed many proofs of it, 
to my certain knowledge. Many have appre- 
hended themſelves, by the act of ſprinkling, 
made what they were taught to believe that 
ſprinkling effected for them, and the work of 
ſalvation conſequently wrought out ; and have, 
when reproved for obvious iniquity, ſheltered 
themſelves under their ſuppoſed initiation into 
the covenant in Chriſt, and title to his merits 
miſtaking the moſt powerful call to every poſ- 
fible degree of holineſs, and acting as if they 
had a toleration to crucify to themlelves the 
Son of God afreſh, and to put him to open 
thame. 1 


Thy three Queries propoſed, page 24, upon 
a ſatis factory ſolution whereof thou hayeſt a 
conſiderable ſtreſs, merit ſome notice. 

1. When baptiſm ought to be adminiſtered, 
ſo that it may duly and properly admit a perſon 
to a title to the benefits of the Chriſtian cove - 
nant ? After a courſe of reaſoning, to little pur- 
poſe, and quoting Scriptures remote from thy 
argument, thou concludeſt, * that we may truly 
* ſay, children may be admitted into the church 
* of Chriſt by baptiſm, before they come ro 
« years of diſcretion.” But page 19, thou 
giveſt it as a poſitive truth, that baptiſm is alto- 
wy_e ineffectual; if not properly received with 

aith in Chriſt, and defiring to have part with 
him. Here is a manifeſt-incoherence and con - 
tradiction ; unleſs thou wilt aſſert infants are ca- 
pable of faith and deſires, before they come 


to years of diſcretion. Therefore the whey re ; 
mains yet to be aſcertained, - | 
"oy 2. By 
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2. By whom? Thy anſwer, page 29, tells us, 
* that as it hath pleaſed God to continue a re- 
* oular ſucceſſion of miniſters in the church of 
« Chriſt, none can properly baptize, but thoſe 
* who have received a regular commiſſion for 
<< that purpoſe.“ Here allow me to query, 
whether the church of Rome was, at the refor- 
mation, acknowledged by the reformers to be the 
church of Chriſt ; and the miniſters therein to 
be regular ſucceſſors to the apoſtles ? If they 
were not, there muſt be a chaſm in the ſuc- 
ceſſion, and a deficiency in the title of the pre- 
fent eccleſiaſtic eſtabliſhment, to uninterrupted 
ſucceſſion from the apoſtles. If the Romiſh 
community was the church of Chriſt, and their 
miniſters regular ſucceffors to the apoſtles, doth 
not this involve all thoſe who left it, and pro- 
teſted againſt its principles as erroneous in many 
s, in a moſt dangerous ſchiſm, and render 
their ſtate lamentable ? Such contradiction is ir- 
reconcileable with the character of the church of 
Chriſt, who is undefiled, and but one, the only 
one of her mother; the choice one of her that 

bare her. Canticles chap. vi. ver. 9. 
3. que in what manner, is left very much 
in the : thou telleſt us, page 28. © that 


hen our Lord had baptized his twelve apo- 


« ſtles, he told them he had given them an ex- 
« ample, that they ſhould do as he had done 
« unto them.” The example he gave them, 
was waſhing their feet; and if this was the in- 
ſtitution of a baptiſm to be always continued in 
the church, the mode in every reſpect is as cer- 
tain. But thou telleſt us we muſt judge as well 
as we can, it is left undetermined, and it ma 

be adminiſtered according to our conveni- 
Ence, 122 ; | 
Such 


* 
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Such manifeſt inconſiſtency in all theſe anſwers 
to thy own queries, is rendered ſtill more ſtrike- 
ing, by the additional query, put with an air of 
exultation and triumph, (i. e.) Can more clear 
and ſatisfactory anſwers be required to be 
given to any queſtions that admit of a debate, 


& than thoſe we have been enabled to give from 


&* the ſcriptures to thoſe queſtions we had ſtared ? 
„% When? by whom? and in what manner? is 
&* baptiſm to be properly adminiſtered and re- 
© ceived ?” | 
I think, inſtead of the words clear and ei- 
faftory, we may ſafely ſubſtitute confuſed and diſ- 
fatisfaflory, and that they carry along with 
them evident marks of ſelf- contradiction and 
weakneſs. i 
And to all who have no other ground of hope 
in the covenant of Chriſt, and to be partakers 
of his gracious promiſes, than being ſprinkled 
with water in their infancy, there remains ſome- 
thing to be effected, before they can rejoice in 
the conſolation which will remain through time 
to all eternity. 
To conclude ; © If any man be in Chriſt, he 
* 15 anew creature: —Old things are paſt away; 
* behold all things are become new, and all 
* things are of God,” 2 Cor. v. 17, 18. They 
© that are Chriſt's, have crucified the fleſh with 
© the afteftions and luſts,” Gal. v. 24. All 
truſts and dependencies ſhort of this, or of an 
humble invariable purſuic after it, are worſe than 
merely inſignificant, however ſpecious in exterior 
ſhew, or — by the grandeur or wiſdom 
of this world, or followed by the croud. They 
are ſome of thoſe intoxicating ingredients in the 
cup of fornication, wherewith the inhabitants 
of the earth have been made drunk, and ſlept 
with a lye in their right hand. 
| E May 
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May the God and Father of our Lord and 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, haſten the day, wherein 
every myſtery of abomination ſhall become de- 
folate; and, through the baptiſm of the Holy 
Jeſus, his dominion ſpread from ſea to ſea, and 
from the river to the ends of the earth, is the- 
ardent prayer of 


Thy ſincere Friend, 


And Well-wiſher, 
Warrington, 26th of : 


the Firſt Month, | 
1761. 
SAMUEL FOTHERGILZ. 
LL SY 
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A D D E N D A: 


AV IN been favoured with the peruſal af 

the foregoing Addreſs, from my friend 
Samuel Fothergill, to the Author of the Sermon 
that occaſioned it; and perceiving it is not in- 
tended ns a minute examination thereof, but 
rather to ſhew the Author the weakneſs of his 
reaſoning in the general, and chiefly to remind 
him of the ſufficiency of the Eſſential Baptiſm 


of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, without 


the unavailable continuation of material water; 
I found an inclination to add a few obſervations 
in relation to the ſubject. 


In the 28th page of the Sermon, the Author 
tells us he hath ſhewn, that Chriſt gave them 
(the apoſtles) a commiſſion to baptize all na- 
„ tions: and that when he had baptized them, 
he told them he had given them an example, 
that they ſhould do as he had done unto 
„ them; that is, baptize others, and give them 
* a commiſſion to baptize alſo.” 

The commiſſion he takes from Matt. xxviii. 
19, 20. The example from Fobn xiii. 4. Cc. 
and ſeems to place them in the preceding order, 
that the firſt may be underſtood as antecedent, 
and the laſt as conſequent. Whereas, in the 
firſt place, Our Lord's waſhing the feet of his 
diſciples, did not follow his delivering this verbal 
commiſſion to them ; — for that was per- 
formed ſome time before his Crucifixion; and 
the commiſſion was given after his Reſurrection. 

E 2 Theſe 
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Theſe tranſactions therefore, being wrongly 
ſtated, exhibit an untrue repreſentation of the 
caſe. | 

2dly, Theſe texts differ in the doctrine appa- 
rently intended to be inculcated by each of them. 
The direct and genuine ſenſe of that in Jobn xiii. 
is clearly expreſſed in the 14th and 15th verſes. 
If I then, your Lord and Maſter, have waſhed 
+ your feet, ye ought alſo to waſh one another's 
feet: For I have given you an example, that 
* ye ſhould do as I have done to you.” 

Hence it appears he was not inſtituting, or 
adminiſtering, Water-baptiſm ; nor ſhewing, by 
that means, 'how to introduce others, not yet of 
his church : But he was giving his diſciples, who 
were alrcady of his church, an example of that 
humility, brotherly-kindneſs, and condeſcenſion, 
which the meek nature of the Holy Spirit would 
lead them into; and ſhewing them that this 
muſt be the path of his followers, and the man- 
ner of their conduct mutually towards one an- 
other. | 

As therefore this text of Jh xiii. relates to 
the practice of the diſciples amongſt themſelves, 
and that of Mat. xxviii. to their duty reſpect- 
ing others; they cannot properly connect in the 
ſame line of doctrine, nor be rightly produced 
as proofs of cach other; and, in coniequence, 
the concluſions drawn from them by this author, 
are improper and unwarrantable. He muſt 
therefore excuſe perſons of plain underſtandings, 
if they ſhould not prefer his forced and ſophiſti- 
cal meaning to our Lord's clear explanation of 
his own act: For ſuch cannot. help thinking, 
that he, who 1s juſtly ſtyled the Wiſdom of God, 
knew his own intention, and how to expreſs it, 
at leaſt as well as the Prebendary of Litchfield ; 
and muſt haye been altogether as free from par- 
. 404 bp tiality, 
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tiality, as he could have no bias of intereſt in 
the caſc. 

I am of opinion ſome other texts of ſcripture 
will connect much more pertinently with that of 
Matt. xxviii. than the xuuith of Jahn. Fer in- 
ſtance: 


* Go ye therefore, and teach all nations; 
* baptizing them in (or into) the name of the 
* Father, and of the Son, and of the. Holy 
« Ghoſt ; teaching them to obſerve all things 
« whatſoever I have commanded you; and lo I 
am with you alway, even unto the end of the 
* world.” Matt. XXvill. 19, 20. | 

And being aſſembled together with them, 
* he commanded them that they ſhould not de- 
« part from Jeruſalem, but wait for the promiſe 
of the Father, which, faith he, ye have heard 
of me; For John truly baptized with- water, 
* but ye ſhall be baptized with the Holy Ghoſt 
not many days hence,“ As i. 4, 8. 

« Ye ſhall receive power after that the Holy 
* Ghoſt is come upon you (or, according to the 
* marginal correction, the* Power” of the Holy 
« Gboſt coming upen jou) ahd ye ſhall be witneſſes 
« unto me, both in . and in all Judea, 
« and in Samaria, and unto the uttermoſt parts 
* of the earth.” As i. 8. 

« And when the day of Pentecoſt was fully 
« come, they were all, with one accord, in one 
% place. And ſuddenly there came a found 
« trom heaven, as of 'a ruſhing mighty wind, 
« and it filled all the houſe where they were 
« ſitting. And there appeared unto them cloven 
„ tongues, like as of fire, and it ſat upon each 
« of them, And they were all filled with the 
% Holy Ghoſt, and began to ſpeak with other 
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381 


& tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.” 
As ii. 1, 2, 3, 4. 


4 Theſe texts follow properly in point of time, 
8 apparently belong to the ſame ſubject, and af- 


4 

N ford light to each other ; Shewing, 
| 1. That our Lord, after his reſurre&ion, de- 
. liver'd to his diſciples a verbal commiſſion; but 
1 not preſent ability to perform it : So that it was 
| rather prophetic, or repreſentative of the real 
ly Goſpel commiſſion which he intended to beſtow 
| upon them, than the thing itſelf. 

2. That he did nat authorize them to go forth 
immediately in the ſervice of the Goſpel by vir- 
tue of theſe words, Go ye, &c. but commanded 
them to wait at Jeruſalem, for the promiſe of 
the Father. 

3. That this promiſe was that of his own bap- 
tiſm, by the Power of the Holy Ghoſt. | 
4. That the real commiſſion and qualification 
for the miniſtry of the Goſpel, was the effect of 

this inward, ſpiritual, and powerful baptiſm. 

5. That this was the primary publick intro- 
duction of the One True Chriſtian Baptiſm z and 
that it was neither accompanied with the admi- 
niſtration of water, nor any other ceremony what- 
ſoever ; but with a ſolemnity, different in kind, 
and abundantly ſuperior to all human perform- 
ances; and was eſſentially experienced by the 
ſervants of Chriſt, whilſt they, with one accord, 
were ſitting and humbly waiting in obedience 
to his command. 

Thus the iſſuing forth of the Goſpel, thro” 
the firſt evangelical miniſters, began in an united 
meeting ; wherein the diſciples were waiting, 
moſt probably in awful ſtillneſs before him, for 
the fulfilling of his promiſe : And having therein 
received the baptiſm of the Holy Spirit, it, ac- 

cording 
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cording to promiſe, became their Comforter, 
Inſtructor, and Leader; and hereby they knew 
they were become the children of God: For, 
« As many as are led by the Spirit of God, are 
« the ſons of God.” Rom. viii. 14. And ſuch, 


and only ſuch, are the true heirs of that promiſe 


of our Lord; © Lo, I am with you alway, even 
« unto the end of the world.” 

Henceforward, when they were en in 
the ſervice of the Goſpel, they found him, ac- 
cordingly, to be with them in Spirit, enabling 
them to feach, baptizing: That is, thro' the 
powerful influence of the ſpiritual Baptizer being 
upon them, and OY their words, to 
baptize the ſpirits of the believing hearers into 
the Name, the inward Life, Power, and Virtue 
of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt; in order 
that, by receiving the Divine Viſitation, and 
cleaving to it, in its own pure love, they might 
come to be born of that which is from above, 
and thereby be made heirs of the kingdom. 

The words of the apoſtle Peter (As xi. 15, 
16.) furniſh a clear proof of this obſervation. 
« As I began toe preach (faith he) the Holy 
* Ghoſt fel on them, as on us at the begin- 
ning. Then remembered I the word of the 
Lord, how that he ſaid, John indeed baptized 
* with water; but ye ſhall be baptized with the 
Holy Ghoſt.” - 

Thus he taught, baptizingy according to th 
terms of the verbal commiſſion. And we need 
not be at loſs to determine what baptiſm our 
Lord intended by thoſe terms, if we alſo conſi- 
der that the apoſtle Paul, when touching upon 
Water-baptiſm, declares (1 Cor. 17.) « Chriſt 
« ſent him not to baptize, but to preach the 
«« Goſpel.” That is, not to baptize with water, 
but to teach, baptizing, by the powerful influ- 
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ence of the Holy Ghoſt. For it cannot be de2 
nied, that his part in the Goſpel-commiſſion, 
reſpecting the eſſentials of Chriſtianity, was alto- 
gether as extenſive as that of any other Chriſtian 
m 

The baptiſms of the Jewiſh Law were of an 
outward nature, agreeable to the diſpenſation 
they belonged to: And the baptiſm of the Goſ- 
pel, which is the Power of God unto falvation, 
is of the fame ſpiritual nature therewith z being 
witneſſed in and by that power, and not other- 
wiſe. It may therefore moſt conſiſtently be con- 
cluded, that the baptiſm intended in Matt. xxviii. 
is that of the Holy Ghoft, which is Chriſt's; and 
not that of Water, which was John's. And tho? 
the latter afterwards continued to be practiſed at 
times by ſome of the apoſtles; as alſo did cir- 
cumciſon, the obſervation of vows, anointing 
with oil, and divers other ceremonials of the ab- 
rogated law, and cuſtoms of the Jews; yet 
doubtleſs this, as well as they, was intended to 
decreaſe, and fall by degrees into diſuſe, as the 
people, too much attached to exterior ſhew, 
could be brought to ſee beyond it, and to bear 
its removal. 

To treat circumciſion as a type of Water 
baptiſm, reſolves into this abſurdity; that one 
image was inſtituted to be the type of another 
image; or to be the ſhadow of a ſhadow; with 
this addition, that the ſtronger was the type of 
the weaker; and that the more expreſſive and 
outwardly perfect under the Law, was to point 
out the leſs expreſſive and more imperfect under 
the Golpel. For circumciſion left a real mark of 
diſtinction upon the body of the circumciſed, and 
might therefore be figuratively called a feal : 
Bur that cannot be afferted of Water-baptiſm, 
* hich leaves not the leaſt apparent trace or ſign 

upon 
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upon the body : And that it makes any virtuous 
impreſſion upon the mind, remains for thoſe 
who preſs it as eſſential, to prove. 

Tis true, circumciſion was a type; but not 
of Water-baptiſm; for that was alſo a type; 
and both, with the figurative term Fire, center'd 
in ſhadowing forth the efficacy of the Holy Ghoſt 
in the work of regeneration ; which lays the axe 
to the root, circumciſing the heart, as the knife 
did the foreſkin ; waſhing the ſoul, as water did 
| — body; and refining the ſpirit, as fire doth 

ver. 

It may alſo be rationally concluded, that to 
eſtabliſh the ſprinkling of infants, as a matter 
eſſential to their happineſs, is to make their receiv- 
ing of God's ſalvation to depend upon a meer 
ceremony; upon the place of their birth; upon 
the will of thoſe who may have the care of them; 
or, it may be, upon the carnal intereſt of one, 
whoſe practice demonſtrates he hath not the cha- 
rity to adminiſter what he profeſſes to be a ne- 
ceſſary introduction to endleſs felicity, without 
a Jucrative conſideration. 

The Lord God Omnipotent, who is Wiſdom, 
Juſtice, and Goodneſs in perfection, is the Creator, 
Preſerver, and Father of all; whoſe mercies are 
over all his works; who is no reſpecter of per- 
ſons; and who, by his inſpired apoſtle, hath de- 
clared, he is not willing that any ſhould periſh ; 
but that all ſhould come to ntance (2 Peter 
iii. 9.) : how irrational and abſurd is it to ſup- 
po this incomparably juſt, and moſt excellent 

ing, would cauſe the ſalvation of any to de- 
pend upon ſuch precarious tenures, as that it 
might be prevented by the careleſneſs, obſtinacy, 
ignorance, prejudice, or carnal intereſt of others | 


Or that he ſhould tack it to the performance of 
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a ceremony, which the impotent and unconſcious 
infant could neither help nor hinder ! 

Chriſt is given for a leader, as well as a com- 
mander to the people (1/a. lv. 4.); and thoſe 
who are led into the heavenly houſe, by the 
Maſter of the houſe, have no need to keep an 
eye to the ſign for direction. And ſuch as make 
ute of the ſign, muſt, notwithſtanding that, look 
for the door, or they cannot enter. For all the 
reaſonings and injunctions of men can never prove 
the ſign to be the door; though that ſeems 
to be the principal view of this Author's Ser- 
mon. I am the door, ſaith our Lord; by me 
if any man enter, he ſhall be ſaved,” John x. 

+ He that entereth not by the door into 
tne ſheepfold, but climbeth up tome other way, 
the ſame is a thief and a robber.” John v. 1. 
A ſtrong expreſſion, from the Lip of Truth 
himſelf, worthy of the ſerious conſideration 
of all, 

He alſo, to call mankind from looking for 
ſalvation any longer through outward obſerva- 
tions, faith {Luke xvii. 20, 21.) „The king- 
dom of God cometh not with obſervation ; 
neither ſhall they ſay, lo! here, or lo! there; 
* for behold the kingdom of God is within 
* you,” Where ſhould we look for it then, 
but within? Our worthy predeceſſors having 
happily found it there, frequently expreſſed that 
n-edfu] exhortation, mind ihe light within ; which 
they knew ſhined, at times, in the dark hearts 
of the unregenerated part of mankind ; tho”, 
s faith the apoſtle Joby i. 5. * the darkneſs 
comprehended it not.“ For both teachers and 
liearers joined in reviling it, and reflected upon 
them, as Fanatics and Enthuſiaſts, for bearing 
teliimony to it, ſpeaking evil of what they knew 
not; the veil being over their hearts when they 
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read (Fohn i. 4.—9.) In him was life, and 
the life was the light of men,” and that he 
* was the true light, which lighteth every man 

that cometh into the world.” Rus 
Ever fince the commencement of the Goſyel- 
diſpenſation, it hath been a moſt ſucceſstul arti- 
fice, practiled upon mankind, by the ſubtil ene- 
my of their felicity, to fix their attention upon, 
and keep their zeal employed in, the ſupport of 
ſymbolical acts and reſemblances of good things, 
as eſſentials of Chriſtianity ; whereof they are 
no part; for, it is a debaſement to the glorious 
Golpel, to treat forms and ſhadows as eſſential 
to that which conſiſts not in form, but in power; 
and in ſacred writ is ſtiled, the Power of God 
unto ſalvation. The reality whereof 1s only to 
be known by the inward effectual operation of 
the Holy Spirit, purifying from evil both in root 
and branch, and producing its own genuine 
fruits in the heart; as love, joy, peace, long 
ſuffering, gentleneſs, goodneſs, faith, meeknels, 
temperance, Cc. (Gal. v. 22, 23. and Epbeſ/. 
v. 9. 
For nothing but what is good can produce 
good; and there is none inherently good but 
One, and that is God; therefore none but he 
can produce thoſe fruits which are really good. 
Where they are produced, the finger of God is 
manifeſt; and who is he that condemns whom 
the Lord juſtifies ? True Chriſtians are not fo 
rightly to be diſtinguiſhed by modes of profeſ- 
ſion, or the practice of particular forms, as by 
the good ſpirit and temper they live and walk in, 
and the good fruits ariſing therefrom. And 
many of us know by experience, theſe excellent 
diſpoſitions and practices are neither introduced, 
nor aſſiſted, by thoſe things which never were 
more than figures for the time then preſent, and 
7F- A are 
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are not now to be inſiſted on: for generally in 
whomiocver they are zealouſly embraced, they 
prove obſtructions to the ſoul's advancement in 
the virtue of truth. 

It is a melancholy conſideration, that abun- 
dance of religous- minded people are fo un- 
happily miſled, and bewildered in a round of 
outward periormances, under the ſpecious name 
of duties; while cheir precious and irredeemable 
time might be much better employed, and their 
zeal more profitably exerciſed, in an inward at- 
tention upon God in ſpirit; humbly waiting, in 
aweful ſtillneſs of mind, before Him who alone 
can work all our works in us, and without whom 
we can do nothing. | 
It is not the talk of a new-birth; nor any 
imaginations of its being begun by external ob- 
ſervances, and wrought inſenſibly; nor the vain 
fancy of the imputation of a righteouſneſs un- 
wrought within; that will avail to any better 
purpoſe than that of ſelf-· deception; which muſt 
end in confuſion and milery. 

Our Author (Page 29.) having eſpouſed the 
notion of a regular ſucceſſion of miniſters, de- 
ſcended from ene apoſtles, in a right line, to him- 
ſelf and his brethren of the church of England ; 
by whom, he is pleaſed to imagine, the Goſpel- 
commiſſion hath been traditionally handed down, 
from one to another, to the preſent time ; it ap- 
pears to me requiſite to beſtow a few obſerva- 
tions upon the ſubject. 

1. Whom God, by his Spirit, immediately 
calls into the miniſtry, are his miniſters, Whom 
he, by his inſpired ſervants, inſtrumentally calls, 
are alſo his ſervants Whom man of himſelf, 
without the immediate inſpiration of the Holy 
Spirit for that end, calls, are not called of God, 
but of men; and are not properly God's = 
| | ers, 
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ſters, but man's. No external acquirements, 
nor any forms of ordination, can render the caſe 
at all otherwiſe than it is in its own nature. No 
human acts or inventions can make man's call to 
be God's call, any more than it can make man 
to be God. 

Thoſe who are not ſent by Chriſt, but by 
men, are the ſervants of thoſe that ſend them; 
who are undeniably their maſters. For they not 
only authorize them to go forth ; but confine 
them to a certain ſyſtem and method, by which 
their doctrine and practice, in their miniſtry, are 
to be directed; and, in caſe of diſobedience, have 
— to degrade and deprive them of their de- 

egated authority; which demonſtrates whoſe 
miniſters they are. Their general conduct like- 
wiſe apparently denotes it; the body of them, 
ſome particulars excepted, having turned with 
every change of the ſtate, from Popery to Pro- 
teſtantiſm, and from Proteſtantiſm to Popery, 
ſince the time of Henry VIII. And _— 
ſtanding the noiſe they have made, throu m- 
their changes, with the ſounding word, Ortbodox , 
their conſtantly applying it to whatever gained 
the aſcendant, is a proof their true meaning in 
it, is no other than what we underſtand by the 
word, «ppermoſt ; and the reaſon is plain: the 
revenues inſeparably attend it. How vain the 
pretenſion of divine right is in miniſters thus 
conſtituted, I think, need not be further pointed 
out; eſpecially as thoſe of the beſt underſtand- 
ing amongſt the national miniſtry are aſhamed 
of the plea. 


2. The miniſters of Chriſt muſt be of his own *' 


making. An eminent one hath told us (Heb. 
v. 4.) No man taketh this honour to himſelf, 
but he that is called of God, as was Aaron.” 
Thus the primitive miniſters were called, — 
t 
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ſent forth by our Lord himſelf; but that he au- 
thorized them, by whao be ſaid: to them, to com- 
miſſion others, and thoſe others to commiſſion 
others to the end of the world, I, in no part of 
holy writ can find. 

3. Inorder to eſtabliſh this 5 a regular ſuc- 
ceſſion, it is neceſſary for its aſſertors to produce 
record thereof from the plain text of the New- 
Teſtament; and alſo to prove, from authentic 
hiſtory, that it hath never ſuffered e 
ſince. 

This hath been attempted, but never accom- 
pliſhed, fo far as my information reaches; nor, 
F preſume, never can be; for it is evident to 
me, the current of true Chriſtian ſucceſſion runs 
not in forms and outſides; but in the ſpirit and 
life of religion. The real ſucceſſors of the apo- 
{tles muſt have, if not the miraculous powers 
which attended them, at leaſt an apparent ſhare 
of the ſame virtues, the fruits of the Holy Spirit, 
which were conſpicuous in them. They muſt 
have the ſame ſpirit, preach the ſame diſintereſted 
doctrine, and live the ſame ſelf-denying life. And 
as our Saviour told ſome preſumptuous Jews 
(Jebn viii. 59.) If ye were the children of 
Abraham, ye would do the works of Abra- 
4 ham;” ſo it may be ſaid to many of our 
modern profeſſors; if ye were the ſucceſſors of 
the apoſtles, ye would do the works of the 


- apoſtles, 


*« Ye ſhall know them by their fruits,” ſaith 
our Lord, (Matt. vii. 16.) Thoſe, in the tenour 
of whoſe life and conduct the fruits of the fleſh 
manifeſtly appear, cannot be of the fame line 
with thoſe who walked not after the fleſh$ bur 
after the Spirit. Such as walk after the Spirit 
are the true Chriſtians, whether they are ſprinkled 


or not; and ſuch as walk after the fleſh are not 
true 


. [4]. 
true Chriſtians, let who will ſprinkle them: for; 
it is not the prieſt by water, but Chriſt by his 
Spirit, that maketh real Chriſtians z; and in his 
Spirit alone is the true ſucceſſion; which is de- 
rived immediately from himſelf, and not through 
the loins of Popery, or any other corrupt line of 
deſcent. It is certainly a groſs abſurdity, and 
an high indignity to the Lord of all perfection, 
who faith to the wicked (P/a. I. 16.) „What 
* haſt thou to do to declare my ſtatutes, or that 
thou ſhouldſt take my covenant in thy 
e mouth?“ to ſuppoſe, that he ſhould make 
uſe of the defiled channels of ſuperſtition, ido- 
latry, and perſecution, as conveyances for the 


glorious Goſpel of peace and unchangeable 


purity. | 

To conclude, if the Chriſtian covenant 1s to 
be entered, and regeneration doth neceſſarily and 
inſenſibly attend, or follow, the adminiſtration 


of Water-baptiſm, how broad and eaſy is the 


way that leads to life! How flattering to fleſh 
and blood, fo averſe to mortification, ſelf-denial, 
and the daily croſs ! But let none deceive them- 
ſelves, nor ſuffer themſelves to be deceived, by 
ſuch vain imaginations. The Goſpel-covenanc 
is ſpiritual, and its entrance ſpiritual, * I will 
« put my law in your inward parts, and write 
« jt in your hearts,” Jer. xxxi. 33. This is 
the new covenant, whereof the adminiſtration 
of outward water is no more à part, than the 
adminiſtration of outward fire. Nor can any 
ſort of men, by any thing they can do, either 
eſfect or introduce it. It is the pure act of God 
in man; and, like the true Goſpel-miniſtry (Gal. 
i. 1,11, 12.) is neither of man, nor by man. 
The inward experience of which, through the 


goodneſs of God, we have been favoured with, 


in ſome degree, without the help of man, _ 
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this hath been the ground of our diſſent from 
others; not affectation of ſingularity, pique, or 
prejudice againſt thoſe of any other ſocieties, or 
their miniſters. But having taſted of the good 
Word of life, we bear teſtimony to it, and, not- 
withſtanding the ſcorn and abuſe we frequently 
meet with, in print and otherwiſe, from the ig- 
norance of ſome, and the malignity of others, 
we ceaſe not, ſincerely to wiſh ſalvation, through 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to every individual of 
mankind. * 
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